
 

 

 

 

 

Leesburg Resource Center     
   

The Leesburg Resource Center will open by February 2018.  
Construction on this multi-purpose facility began this past 
summer with a groundbreaking ceremony in which City of 
Leesburg Commissioners and Carver Heights/Montclair 
Community Development Agency Board members 
participated. The center will include meeting rooms, computer-
training space, a kitchen, resource offices, and a central 
meeting hall. Additionally, the center will provide a family-
friendly and 
accessible 
place that 
offers 
services and 
activities to 
enhance 
education and employability skills of Leesburg residents. 

 To participate in Leesburg Resource Center programs as a 
service provider, contact Ken Thomas, at (352) 728-9765 or via 
email at ken.thomas@leesburgflorida.gov.  
 

Leesburg International Airport  
Seaplane Ramp  

The addition of a seaplane ramp at 
Leesburg International Airport will make 
the airport more multi-modal and 
seaplane friendly as it will allow 
seaplanes to access the airport directly 
from Lake Harris. This additional access 
point will create more business 

opportunities for airport tenants who supply goods and 
services to this segment of aviation.  

Surrounded by lakes, Leesburg International Airport is a 
thriving center for seaplane activities.  The seaplane ramp is an 
integral part of the airport’s master plan and will allow 
businesses based at the airport to service and support 
amphibious aircraft and “Straight Float” aircraft (those with 
strictly float-equipped which can only access an airport via a 
seaplane ramp).  Completion is anticipated by early to spring, 
2018. 

 

Ski Beach Enhancements 
The conceptual 
plan for the 
Venetian Gardens 
Master Plan-Phase 
II Enhancements to 
Ski Beach includes 
a paved road, 
parking, boat ramp, 
boat dock, truck 
and trailer parking, 
public restroom, 
sidewalk, decorative fencing along Lakeshore Drive, decorative 
lighting, and landscaping improvements. Phase II also includes 
a new pedestrian bridge connecting Rogers Park to the other 
islands. Currently, efforts are underway on the restroom 
and finishing touches are being made to the construction 
plans. 

 

New Community Building 
Projected for construction from summer 2018 to fall 2019, a 
new, one-story, 20,700 square foot community building is an 
important part of the Venetian Gardens Master Plan, Phase III. 
The concept includes a lobby, meeting rooms, a grand ballroom 
with a 485 person seating capacity, and an outdoor covered 
porch. Design completion is anticipated for late spring, 2018. 
The community building’s budget estimate is $5.69 million. 
Other considerations for enhancements are a Dozier Circle 
reconfiguration, parking facilities, landscaping improvements 
and a pair of pad-ready restaurant building sites. 
    

Roadway Projects Updates 

Dixie Avenue Complete Streets:  
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) began 
construction work in November 2017 on the Dixie Avenue 
Complete Streets Project. The project runs from U.S. Highway 
27 to East Main Street in Leesburg.  
The Complete Streets concept focuses improving roadway 
access for all users, regardless of age, ability or transportation 
mode – drivers, transit users, pedestrians, and bicyclists of all 
ages and abilities.   
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Ski Beach Improvements include a 
sidewalk and fencing along Lake Shore 
Drive.  



 

The new Dixie Avenue design adjusts turn lanes, improves road 
safety, incorporates intermodal transportation features, and 
enhances roadway aesthetics with landscaping.  Among the 
improvements, are roadway resurfacing, sidewalk 
improvements, and the addition of a concrete median 
separating opposing traffic directions. The $4 million project 
will use the existing right of way and will be completed around 
late spring, 2018.    

US 27/441 Gateway: 
The US 27/US 441 
Gateway project, which 
began in November 
2017, will be complete by 
late spring 2018.  This 
project includes 
landscaping improvements, and a gateway feature at the 
intersection of U.S. Highway 441 and U.S. Highway 27. FDOT 
awarded a $250,000 grant to help fund the project.     The City 
 of Leesburg has budgeted $ 689,500.  
 

Leesburg Recreation Department 
The Leesburg Recreation Department has some great 
recreational fun opportunities to enjoy this winter and spring.  
Check out a sampling:  

YOUTH BASEBALL / SOFTBALL  

 Babe Ruth Girls Fast Pitch 
Softball - ages 10 and under, 
12 and under, and 16 and under; League oriented play 
designed to incrementally introduce new elements of the 
game as youth progress through the age divisions;  
Registration: December 1 – January 19  

 T-Ball ages 5-6: The program focuses on teaching children 
skills in batting, passing/catching, and running/agility. 
Registration: December 1 – January 25. 

 Leesburg Cal Ripken Minor League: Boys ages 9-10 
Registration: December 1 – January 25. 

 Leesburg Cal Ripken Major League: Boys ages 11-12; 
Registration: December 1 – January 25  

 Leesburg Babe Ruth League: Boys ages 13-15 Registration: 
December 1 – February 8. 

There is much more, including adult league basketball and 
soccer, adult coed kickball, chair yoga, and dog obedience 
classes. For more information call (352) 728-9885, visit 
leesburgflorida.gov/recreation or like us on Facebook.  

Leesburg Public Library 

The Leesburg Public Library is will host its 
fifth Literary Arts Festival to coincide with 
the 41st Annual Leesburg Fine Arts Festival 
on Saturday & Sunday, March 10 – 11.   

During the festival, the library will celebrate 
local authors. Meet published indie writers 

who sell many types of books, including children’s and young 
adult, romance, mystery, nonfiction, and other genres.  

The library will host a film screening by local Emmy nominated 
filmmaker, Bill Suchy, on Wednesday, February 7.  His 
documentary entitled “Silver Wings, Flying Dreams” is the true 
story of the Women Air Force Service Pilots.  The film details 
their experiences as the first women to fly American military 
aircraft, revealing their struggle to be recognized as veterans, 
and finally being awarded the United States Congressional Gold 
Medal 66 years after they served our country.  

11th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Commemoration Parade/March
On Saturday, January 13 at 11 a.m., join a 
multicultural parade of walkers, floats, 
cars, motorcycles, bands, choirs, armed 
services, animals, etc. to commemorate 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s memory and 
teachings. This procession down Main 
Street, Leesburg is open to people of all 
creeds, races, and nationalities to 
reinforce the concepts and values of 
economic justice, peace, and respect for all cultures.  Many 
more activities are planned during January. For more 
information contact poppalouisward1@gmail.com or (352) 
552-7540. 

Leesburg Center for the Arts 
Upcoming are more than 1,000 art and cultural experiences 
and opportunities scheduled at the Leesburg Center by the Arts 
in 2018:  

 Experience “Mandalas in the 
Wild” with EnviroArt artist 
Patricia Gilmore on January 10.  

 Award winning Folk musician 
Ruth Bloomquist will host a 
songwriters’ workshop and 
perform on January 20; Fashion 
photographer, Steven Hlavac will present his current work 
“PoParazzi” in a solo gallery show February 2 through 26. 

 The MAS (Mobile Art Studio) in partnership with the Early 
Learning Coalition, West Leesburg CDC, the Crossing, 
Samaritan Inn, and others, will offer 100 art opportunities 
to kids within the Leesburg area.  

 The after school “Art Happens Here” program begins in 
February 2018 on Wednesdays, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Student 
artists of all ages are welcome!  

 Rotary Art Institute Summer Camp is expanding by offering 
performing arts and additional weeks for students to 
explore their creative side. Registration starts March 15. 

  For more information call (352) 365-0232 or email 
director@leesburgcenterforthearts.com. Also, be sure to 
visit leesburgcenterforthearts.com and follow the center 
on Facebook and Instagram.

 


